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HIS Burrough.is an Antient Corporation, but ſends Burgeſles to Parliament by Preſcription and not by 
Charter, and the Ele&ions have always been by the Freemen of the Burrough, as well as by the Mem- 
bers of the Corporation. | | 
They were formerly incorporated by the Name of Proborum Hominum , -and after Grants were by the 
- Name of Burgeſles ; but in the 21th Year of Queen Elizabeth, they changed their Nameof Incorporation, and were 
incorporated by the Name of Mayor and Commonalty; and in that Charter it's ſaid, The Mayor, Eight Portmen, and 
Twelve Chief Burgeſſes ſhall be the Mayor and Commonalty. | 
And fince the Revolution, under.this Umbrage have endeavoured to Chuſe Burgefſes to Parliament by this Se- 
le& Number of 21. -and would ſhut out all the Freemen and Inhabitants, which are more than three times their 
Number ; and by this way of Chuting, the preſent Members are pretended to be Ele&ed and Returned. | 
Which 1s contrary to all the Antient Uſage, for the Ele&ions have always been by the Freemen as well as by - 
the Members of the Corporation : And this will be fully proved by living Witnefſes, by Antientand Modern Re- 
turns, and by the Town-Books. 
But if the Sele& Number were the true EleQors, the Petitioners (and not the Sitting Members) were duly EleRed, 
for the Petitioners have the Majority of the true Sele& Number, who are the Rightful Officers of the Cor- 
oration. | | | : | 
f In the Year 1693. there being ſome Vacancies in the Portmen and Chief Burgeſſes, thoſe were filled up with Men 
that were not liked by one Thomas Haſtings, who has long pretended to the Government of the Town (and under 
whoſe Intereſt the preſent ſitting Members are Choſen) upon which the ſaid Haſtings and his Accomplices broke open 
the Town-Cheft, and took away the Charters, and all the Town-Books and Evidence. | 
And at Michaelmas 1693. they ſet up by themſelves, and Thomas Haſtings pretended to be Choſen Mayor, and he 
Choſe his Brother Foſeph Haſtings Juſtice, tho' at the ſame time Thomas Palmer was duly Choſen Mayor by the true 
EleRors, and' Richard Goodeng, the former Mayor, was Juſtice ; And afterwards the faid Haſtings (to terrifie and 
affright the Legal Officers from Aating) procur'd an Information to-be brought againſt Palmer, the right Mayor, 
and againſt Richard Gooding, the Mayor of the Year before, and againſt divers others, for Holding Courts, and 
Filling up thoſe Vacancies, and AQting m the Corporation, and to load them with infinite Charge, they procu- 
red the then Attorney-General to infift on the King's Prerogative to try this Information at the Bar, and accordingly 
it was Try'd at the King's Bench Bar in Trinity Term 1694. and the Defts juſtified themſelves upon the Tryal to 
| be Legal Officers, and that the Court they kept to fill up the Vacancies was Legal ; and were found not Guilty. 
Which coſt the Defendants in the Information 290 /. | 
Afterwards an Aion was brought againſt Foſeph Haſtings, the pretended Juſtice, for Impriſonning one Marri:z, 
on purpoſe to bring the Legality of Thomas Haſtings's Pretence of being Mayor in Queſtion ; and that was Try'd 
before the Lord Chief Juſtice Holt in 1$94. And upon the 'Tryal the fole. Queſtion was, Whether Thomas Palmer 
or Thomas Haſtings was Rightful Mayor, and the Verdi& went for the Plaintiff in that Aion, That Palmer was 
Rightful Mayor. : 7 
And at the ſame time an Information was Try'd againſt Thomas and Joſeph Haſtings, for breaking open the 
Town-Hall and Cheſt, and taking away the Charters, &c. and they pretended to juſtifie upon the Tryal, becauſe 
Thomas Haſtings was Mayor, and foſeph Haſtings was Juſtice ; and upon -full Evidence they were Convidted ; and 
then the Court of King's Bench was moved to make them deliver the Charter's Books, Mace, and other En- 
fons of Government, before they ſet their Fine, which the Court declared they ſhould do ; but, to prevent this, 
| the then Attorney-General enter'd a Noli Proſegqus. | | | | 
And notwithſtanding theſe three VerdiQts againſt the Legality of their pretended Officers, they have ever fince 
pretended to call Courts, and Chuſe Officers, and kept up a ſeparate Sett of Officers in the Corporation ; and by 
this illegal Sett of Officers are the preſent fitting Members Choſen and Returned, they having a Power with the 
Sheriffs, and having got the Precept into their pretended Mayor's Hands, : who broke open the Town-Hall, and 
- there pretended to make this Election. But the Petitioners appear'd, and had a Majority of the Rightful Mem- 
bers, even of the ſelect Number as well as of the Freemen, ſo that either way the Petitioners are 1n the right. 
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